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KNEEL-INS
By Angela G. Owen
It was a bright clear Sunday 
morning, October 6, 1960, as two 
groups of Spelman young women 
left the campus to go to worship 
the God of ALL mankind. Briskly 
they followed the all-familiar 
route to the West End District.
They had planned to worship 
at the Park Street Methodist 
Church, which is a so-called 
“white church.” However, when 
they arrived at their destination, 
they were not permitted to wor­
ship.
Arriving at the church in time 
to enter almost unnoticed with 
the members of the congregation, 
these young women walked rev­
erently into the HOUSE OF 
GOD. However, they were asked 
to leave on the grounds that the 
church is not integrated.
Approximately at this same 
time, another group of Spelman 
young women approached the 
drive-way of the West End Baptist 
Church, which is also a so-called 
“white church.” -
These young women were stop­
ped in the driveway of the 
church by a man who identified 
himself as one of the deacons of 
the church. He told them that he 
hoped they hadn’t anticipated 
worshipping there.' One of the 
young women replied that they 
had come only to worship God. 
In answer, the “deacon” instruct­
ed them to go to Wheat Street 
Baptist Church. Once more, one 
of the members of the group 
spoke and told him this church, 
West End Baptist, was more con­
venient to attend. Very curtly, 
the “deacon” told them to leave 
immediately, or he would call the 
police. The young women left 
quietly.
Once off the grounds of this 
church, the young women decided 
to join the other group at the Park 
Street Methodist Church, not 
knowing that they also had been 
instructed to leave the church.
When they arrived at the Park 
Street Methodist Church, they en­
countered at least three or four 
men posted at each door. As they 
walked up the walk to the en­
trance to the church, the doors 
were quickly closed and locked.
An elderly man approached the 
group of young women and told 
them to leave as they had 
“trouble enough holding the con­
gregation together without Ne­
groes coming to Church.” One 
Of the young women told him 
that they had not come to cause 
a disturbance, only to worship 
God. He proceeded to tell them 
that the church had not been in­
tegrated and they didn’t have pro­
visions for Negroes. To this, one 
of the young women said that 
they did not need any special pro­
visions to worship God! Another 
one of the young women promptly 
asked him what power did he 
have to hold the doors of the 
church closed to ANYONE. He
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Back row 1. to r.: Eva Lowe, Herschell Sullivan Minnie Riley, Esther Benton. Front row 1. to r.: Carol 
Ann Jackson, Willa Gardner, Delores Betts Stevens, Gwendolyn Ponder.
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WHO'S WHO AMONG STUDENTS was published for the first time to present the nominees for the 
school year of 1934-35. It has been published yearly since that date. At this time, approximately 600 
institutions participate in this project each year.
Various benefits accrue to each student who is elected to membership in this organization. Among 
these are a certificate of recognition, recognition in the annual publication in the form of a write-up of 
his college and personal record, and the benefit of the Student Placement Service.
It is considered that greater though perhaps less conspicuous services to the students provide a goal 
toward which to strive for some who might not otherwise perform to the best of their ability a 
reminder that time must be used intelligently if the student is to benefit to the fullest from his college 
experience, a means of compensation for outstanding effort and achievement, and a standard of measure­
ment of achievement.
SERIES OF LECTURES 
AT MOREHOUSE
By Lucia Holloway
One of the many activities that 
helped make October an enjoy­
able month was the series of lec­
tures given by Dr. R. K. Barks­
dale, Professor of English at 
Morehouse College. These lec­
tures, which were concerned with 
dominant patterns of marital re­
lations, fathers and wives in 
Shakespeare’s plays were very in­
formative and extremely interest­
ing. Dr. Barksdale held the at­
tention of all present with his 
presentation, and made the sub­
ject amusing as well as interest­
ing.
Shakespeare’s treatment of 
marital relationships, wives, and 
fathers in his plays was greatly 
affected by the Elizabethan era 
in which he lived. Dr. Barksdale 
elaborated on some of these 
treatments thereby arousing 
eagerness in the audience to hear 
more and more. The treatment of 
wives was very amusing, for in 
that day, wives spoke only after 
their husbands had spoken and 
did nothing to anger them in any 
way. This is very ironical in com­
parison to the husband-wife 
situation of today.
Everyone who heard Dr. Barks­
dale’s lectures thoroughly enjoyed 
every minute of them and benefit­
ed greatly from them. The ex­
perience of hearing these inspiring 
lectures was one which will long 



















Through the recommendation 
of the Dean of Women’s office, 
new television sets have been 
purchased for each dormitory. 
This is an event that has long 
been awaited. The purpose of the 
televisions is two fold. First, they 
are to provide entertainment 
when there are no scheduled so­
cial activities on the calendar. 
Second, they will provide means 
of viewing cultural presentations. 
Previously, special arrangements 
were necessary for the viewing of 
plays, debates and documentaries. 
We have reached a period in our 
education where many class as- 
aides.
Each television is under the su­
pervision of the individual dormi­
tory councils. Regulations as to
CONGRATULATIONS 
MR. BURROUGHS!
The student body wishes to con­
gratulate one of its faculty mem­
bers for his recent achievement. 
The Spelman family is happy to 
announce that Mr. Baldwin W. 
Burroughs, professor of speech 
and drama at Spelman College 
for the past 11 years has complet­
ed his requirements for the Ph. 
D. degree in “pure” theatre. He 
completed the requirements on 
October 8, 1960 at the Western 
Reserve University in Cleveland, 
Ohio.
Mr. Burroughs who is among 
the five Negroes in America to 
hold a Ph. D. degree in “pure 
theatre” said that the two-year 
struggle for this degree was by 
no means in vain. Already he has 
begun to appreciate the value of 
this honor and to feel the pres­
tige. The subject of Mr. Bur­
roughs’ dissertation is “An An- 
noted Translation of the Three 
Discounts by Pierre Corneille, 
with a Critical Introduction.” It 
is a dramatic criticism written in 
stylistic French.
The degree will be conferred on 
February 1, 1961.
hours, location, etc., have been de­
termined by these executive bod­
ies.
We’re making progress.
To the Administration: Giles 
needs adequate heating and light­




October 20, 1960 is a day that 
will always linger in the minds 
of seven students of the Univer­
sity Center. These seven students 
were arrested during the Sit-Ins, 
and later sent to the “stockade,” 
I feel quite qualified in describ­
ing the operation and condition 
of that place.
Prisoner 200019 had already 
committed herself to jail; there­
fore, she was not surprised when 
she was arrested.
The prisoners were taken to 
city jail, where the trial was held. 
They were fingerprinted and re­
quired to give pertinent informa­
tion about themselves.
The jail was clean. No trash was 
to be found. The personnel was 
also very courteous. From the 
time of their arrest until approxi­
mately 7:15 p. m., the prisoners 
stayed in the city jail.
Prisoner 200019 describes the 
stockade as “frightening.” It was 
a filthy place, with filthy wom­
en.” The beds were filthy and 
hard with lumps. Nothing had 
been disinfected. The bathrooms 
were unbelievable. The stools had 
no tops. There was a community 
sink instead of individual bowls, 
and one shower bath.
The inmates arose at 5:00 a. m., 
ate breakfast at 5:30 a. m., and 
worked from 6:00 a. m. to 6:00 p. m. 
Breakfast consisted of watery 
grits, sausages, white bread, and 
dishwater coffee. There were 
three meals per day.
Fortunately, Prisoner 200019 
had the opportunity to eat what 
the employees ate because she 
worked in the kitchen. Of course, 
that wasn’t the only reason. She 
worked so hard, and was so small 
that they were afraid of her be­
coming ill.
The food was served in dirty 
dishes. There were dirty tin­
plates, greasy cups, and only 
spoons for eating.
Prisoner 200019 wore a white 
dress that was four sizes too large, 
army socks and army shoes. All 
of the inmates were required to 
sleep in their workclothes.
The sleeping conditions were 
unmerciful. The lights were 
never turned out: Prisoners and 
men in charge could walk up and 
down the Negro women’s quar­
ters. As a matter of fact, a Cau­
casian man had charge of the in­
mates at night. There were ap­
proximately 75 women in each 
room. Most of them were middle- 
aged alcoholics. There were no 
hardened criminals, except some 
of the employees themselves.
The inmates were allowed to 
send and receive mail, but they 
were not allowed to have visitors.
The students returned to the 
campus, October 22, 1960.
These facts have been gathered 
from prisoner 200019. She is 
Norma June Wilson, a senior at 
Spelman College.
Page 2 THE SPELMÄN SPOTLIGHT December 16, 1960
Z)he Spotlight Stall
Editor-in-Chief________ _____ Venecia P. Gardner
Art Editors__________ Johnny Price and Beverly Pratt
Literary Staff . Barbara Adams, Lucia Holloway,
Eleanor Hinton, Lorna Wilson, Nellie J. Kelley, Mary 
Gardner and Alice Morgan.
Typists Gwendolyn Greene, Estralita Holloway,
Hattie Shannon, Nelda King and Barbara Brown.
Faculty Advisor_________________ Marjorie Spring
Chairman of Publications Norma J. Wilson
Publication Office, Lobby of Packard Hall—Phone JA. 4-3005
The opinions expressed in THE SPOTLIGHT are not neces­
sarily those of the editors and staff.
MID-WEEK SERVICE
By Eleanor Hinton
For the past few years, Mid- 
Week Service has been held 
weekly. Every Thursday night 
in Howe Hall you can worship 
and pray with your fellow class­
mates. The services are not only 
held for the purpose of worship 
and prayer, but also to acquaint 
you with other religions and with 
the cultural aspects of Christianity.
The Mid-Week Service Council, 
which is made up of representa­
tives from each dormitory, serves 
as a steering committee. The 
Council plans interesting skits, 
talks, religious movies, and al­
bums for our services. During the 
year, each dormitory has the op­
portunity to take charge of a 
service. These weekly meetings 
are not compulsory; however, 
the majority of students who at­
tend the services find them very 
enlightening.
HIGHLIGHTING . . . 
JOHNNY BULLOCK
By Barbara J. Adams
One of the very interesting 
young men at Morehouse College 
is Johnny Bullock, a senior from 
Durham, N. C.
Mr. Bullock is majoring in 
mathematics and minoring in ed­
ucation. After graduating from 
Morehouse, he plans to do his 
graduate work at Atlanta Uni­
versity or at some college in 
North Carolina.
Besides serving as president of 
the Morehouse student body, he 
is also a member of the YMCA, 
NAACP, Committee on Appeals 
for Human Rights, and the Psi 
Chapter of the Omega Psi Phi 
Fraternity.
Among his major interests are 
music, model airplanes, electric 
motors, and, of course, the Omega 
Psi Phi Fraternity.
Mr. Bullock was one of the 
many students in the University 
Center who participated in the 
“Jail-without-Bail” movement in 
October. He feels that staying in 
jail was an experience in which 
one could look at oneself in dif­
ferent way and think about who 
one really is and whether he truly 
believes in what he is doing. He 
felt that he emerged from the ex­
perience with a new outlook on 
life.
The writer of this article could 
characterize in many favorable 
ways Mr. Bullock, but it is suf­
ficient to say that he is very 
friendly, interesting to converse 
with, and definitely an asset to 
his college an dhis fraternity.
The SPOTLIGHT staff wishes 
Johnny Bullock the best of luck 
in all his endeavors.
Spelman Employees
The Spelman Spotlight in the 
following articles gives recogni­
tion to those who are neither 
classified as students, faculty, or 
staff members but who have 
major roles in making our living 
conditions here at Spelman com­
fortable and sanitary.
"LAUNDRY AND DRY 
CLEANING SERVICE"
Mr. A. M. Gamble, a native of 
Arkansas, husband of Mrs. Sarah 
Gamble, and father of six chil­
dren, has served as Superinten­
dent of the Spelman Laundry 
and Dry Cleaning Service for a 
period of ten years.
He attended a Laundry and 
Dry Cleaning School in Scargo, 
Illinois and received some ad­
ditional knowledge of this trade 
during his six-year period in the 
United States Army. After his 
discharge from the Army, Mr. 
Gamble continued his education 
by attending the Bradley School 
of Accounting for four years.
• • •
Mrs. Needie Belle Session, a
widow and native of Georgia, has 
served for six years as the Ass’t 
Superintendent of the Spelman 
Laundry and Dry Cleaning 
Service. Mrs. Session is the 
mother of one daughter, Connie 
Session, who attended Clark Col­
lege.
Mrs. Session stated that she 
likes her work very much, as well
(Continued on Page 5)
of hrìiLmai
(For Girls Only)
By Thomas E. Weatherly, Jr.
He told her, “my love knows no 
end
I love you with all my heart” 
But Christmas came, and then 
He and his money couldn’t part.
He said he’d buy castles in Spain 
And silks and furs for her 
But when Christmas came again 
He was just a blur 
Everyday he’d visit the campus 
She was his love, his pride,
But then his spirit went dampus 




It is until Christmas.
Nothing Can Be Truly 
Great Which Is Not Right
Thebe, is a whole, lût of shaK/ng 
going on^
On Snap
‘‘Be not like dumb driven cattle; 
be a hero in the strife. . .” Long­
fellow’s words can certainly be 
applied to my dilemma.
When I first arrived at Spel­
man College, I made many snap 
decisions. Decisions I regret al­
ready. I didn’t want to stay; I 
hated the rules; I didn’t get along 
well. You see, I was a perfect 
misfit.
I regarded myself as “What’s 
Happening.” I went around dis­
gruntled and wearing my best 
chip on my shoulder. One day an 
upperclassman sensed my unhap­
piness. Instead of cheering me or 
pampering me, she just plainly 
said I was not worthy of being a 
“Spelman Girl”. I was deeply 
hurt, but how could a demon like 
me show it? So I kept my false 
pride. False indeed it was be­
cause I wanted so much to be a 
“Spelman Girl”.
Finally, I changed my attitude, 
and I saw that others changed 
theirs toward me.
So you see, it isn’t the best 
policy to make Snap Decisions.
operation crossroads
By Carol Ann Jackson
This past summer I was a participant in a work-camp project 
called “Operation Crossroads — Africa.” This group consisted 
of one hundred eighty students from various regions of the 
United States and Canada, who were of varied races, religions 
and creeds. My group, which had its projects in the Republic 
of the Cameroun, consisted of thirteen American students, 
three of whom were Negro, our Canadian leader, fifteen Cam­
erounian students, and a dozen masons. The camp actually 
lasted five weeks; however, the entire trip was ten weeks long.
The goal of the project was to establish a better relationship 
between Africa and the United States. I, personally, feel that 
we attained our goal, but on a smaller scale. The rapport which 
we established between the African students and ourselves was 
very rewarding.
The members of my group shared some very exciting times 
together. Our first really enjoyable event was the mammy- 
lorry ride from Yaounde, the capital of the Cameroun, to the 
Batouri, our camp site. After a fifteen-hour ride on muddy, gul- 
ley-filled roads, a two and a half hour wait at a rain-barrier 
and other necessary detainments, we were ONLY five hours 
late. Coming back, the trip was much easier.
“Camp” was a girls’ dorm, a boys’ dorm, a kitchen, a mess- 
hall shed and the site for the chapel which we were to build. 
Kitchen duty (for the girls) began at 5:30 every morning, and 
at 6:30 in the evening. As we had no prepared building materi­
als, except concrete blocks and lime, we had to dig our own 
sand out of water holes, dip our water, mix the cement, con­
crete and mortar. For the first two weeks we even had to crack 
rocks, but, then, realized that a rock-crushing machine was 
much better. The chapel was a huge one-room church. I have 
already received a letter from the Camerounian pastor of that 
church stating how very much our work there was appreciated 
by the people of Batouri.
A memorable event was the talent show we gave on the 
steps of the City Hall: folk songs, Nego spirituals, rock’n roll 
songs and dances. The people seemed to enjoy it tremendously.
Our delicious meals at noon consisted of Manyok, a starchy 
root, boiled like potatoes; Fou-Fou, a bread made by soaking 
Manyok until it rots, and letting it dry in the sun, then boiling 
it until it becomes a thick, colorless, tasteless mass, and meat 
with highly-peppered sauce. The native women would bring the 
food on their heads from as far as five miles away, singing and 
dancing as they came. The fruit: mangoes, papeas, avocados 
and bananas were supplied from our own yard or nearby. So 
I ate fruit all summer.
The experience gained from this camp was as profitable for 
us, the American students, as for the African students. I learn­
ed to live with people of not only a different race (within my 
own group), but also of a different nationality, thought, customs, 
etc. Just as I thought it would, seeing Africa for myself made 
me appreciate their culture, as well as being able to associate 
myself with them through origin.
Leaving Batouri and the beautiful church which to me is a 
small symbol of international brotherhood, we returned to Ya­
ounde and finally had to leave the Cameroun. We visited the 
beautiful cities of Accra, Ghana and Lagos, Nigeria be­
fore taking the plane to London where we spent a week of 
leisure. Finally, completely fatigued, but quite ecstatic in com­
paring our group projects with those of other groups, we re­
turned home from a thoroughly delightful and educational 
summer experience.
Just- go or\ ¿}ncl J< ¿ft, 
I amt Sluin' thoizgh.”




Christmas is coming and ev­
eryone is rushing around, shop­
ping here and there, worrying 
about what toys, what clothes, 
what indeed, to give this person 
or that person. So often we miss 
the real meaning of Christmas in 
the hustle and bustle of the holi­
day season which begins right af­
ter Thanksgiving.
I have often wondered what 
people in other countries think of 
our Christmas customs, and how 
they differ from theirs. In talk­
ing with Lorna Hosein, Dorcas 
Boit, and Cecile Ganpatsingh, I 
have"found that our traditions are 
not too different, but emphasis is 
placed on different things in dif­
ferent countries.
Lorna Hosejn, who is. from Trin­
idad, says that in Trinidad more 
emphasis is placed on going to 
church and on the commemora­
tion of the birth of Christ, than 
on giving toys to the children and 
presents to adults. The real cele­
bration of Christmas begins on 
Christmas Eve and continues un­
til New Year’s Day. On Christ­
mas Eve, the largest tree in town 
is decorated and all the children 
gather and are given gifts by 
clubs and labor unions. There are 
not many Christmas trees in pri­
vate homes and no lights are used 
for decorations. Instead, balloons 
and other colorful ornaments are 
used. On Christmas Day families 
visit and sing carols and exchange 
gifts. Big Christmas dinners are 
traditional in Trinidad as they are 
here. We always look forward to 
a large spread with turkey and 
dressing and plenty of fruit. In 
Trinidad, turkey is a rarity and 
chicken is considered the grand­
est poultry for Christmas dinner. 
Fruit is not very common in Trin­
idad and Christmas time is the 
only time we have grapes and 
apples, so everyone looks forward 
to it. Miss Hosein says that she 
likes Christmas better in Trini­
dad, because Americans place too 
much emphasis on gifts and miss 
the real essence of Chrirstmas.
In talking with Dorcas, Boit of 
Kenya, Africa, I found that they 
have Christmas trees, Santa Claus, 
and all the traditions we have 
here, but Christmas there is not 
so commercialized.
Dorcas misses the religioug ser­
vices held on Christmas Day, for 
they mean much more than they 
do here. On Christmas Eve, the 
people attend church and sing ca­
rols and no one, not even the chil­
dren goes to bed. On Christmas 
Day, after the afternoon services, 
picnics are held and everyone is 
merry. The weather is warm there 
and people sit outside in the sun­
shine and enjoy their dinner. Dor­
cas, like Lorna, feels that too much 
emphasis is placed On gifts in the 
United States and that the day 
is losing its meaning.
I also talked with Cecile Gan­
patsingh from British Guiana, 
South America, who said that 
Christmas in British Guiana is 
very similar to our Christmas. The 
most important service takes place 
on Christmas Eve at midnight 
and is the Holy Communion. 
There are also services on Christ­
mas Day, but the midnight serv­
ice is the major one.
On Christmas Day families stay 
in their homes instead of visiting, 
and the day is really one for quiet 
family gatherings. The families 
have concerts where each mem­
ber contributes something. If peo­
ple wish to exchange gifts and 
visit, they do this on Christmas 
Eve and leave Christmas day for 
the family. On the day after
òhe Chriâtmaà Carol Concert
At 8:00 o’clock on the evenings 
of December 9, 10, and 11, the At- 
lanta-Morehouse-Spelman Chorus 
and the Spelman College and 
Morehouse College Glee Clubs 
presented the 34th annual Christ­
mas Carol Concert in Sisters 
Chapel on the Spelman Campus. 
The Chapel was decorated with 
evergreens and candles which 
made a perfect setting for, the 
concert.
As usual, the program was com­
prised of a rich variety of carols 
of many different origins. Many 
of them were old favorites, such
Nine Out of Ten Think 
The Santa Claus Myth 
Should be Abolished
Nine out of ten students who 
were asked “Do You Think That 
The Santa Claus Myth Should Be 
Abolished?” agreed that it should 
be abolished. Varied reasons were 
given for this attitude.
The following persons and rea­
sons are examples of the ideas 
of students who answered the 
question:
Barbara Warren: “Yes, because 
most children’s parents suffer too 
much in order to provide gifts as 
Santa Claus. If the Santa Claus 
Myth is abolished, I think, the 
children would be more appreci­
ative of their parents.”
Mary Johnson: “Yes, because 
there simply is no Santa Claus! 
I don’t believe you should make 
children believe in a lie because 
they will soon find out the truth, 
and they may later lose confi­
dence in their parents.”
Edith Simmons: “Yes, because 
it has led children to become too 
materialistic about Christmas.”
Gwen Greene: “Yes, because I 
think thetrue principle and the 
spiritual meaning should be 
taught to children first. The idea 
behind giving gifts should not 
have a materialistic value.
Ruby Strawbridge: “No, because 
Christmas is more fun for chil­
dren when they look forward to 
a surprise. They can believe in 
God and know about the birth of 
Jesus, and still believe in Santa 
Claus.”
One of the housemothers, Mrs. 
Mary E. Maffitt, says, “For 
the spirit of childhood, fantasy 
helps to add excitement to the 
real spirit of Christmas. The joy 
of the children on his first Christ­
mas; the light in their eyes 
should make everyone believe in 
Santa Claus. Santa Claus is not 
necessarily personified, but is the 
spirit of Christmas itself.”
Which opinion do you agree 
with, “Should the Santa Claus 
Myth be Abolished?”
Christmas, Boxing Day, which is 
the name given the day when 
“boxers” are given to postmen, 
errand boys, etc., the boxing 
matches are held and friends vis- 
(Continued on Page 5)
as “Stile Nacht” (German), “The 
Feast of the Holy Kings” (Gali­
cian). As always too, a number of 
new carols had been added to the 
chorus repertoire — “High and 
Starry Heavens” (Spanish), “Kol­
yada” (Russian), “Master in This 
Hall” (French/, “Wasn’t That a 
Mighty Day?” (Spiritual), and “I 
Saw Three Ships” (English).
Each of the Glee Clubs sang 
three numbers, and both Dr. Wil­
lis L. James, director of the Spel­
man Glee Club, and Mr. Wendell 
Whalum, director of the More­
house Glee Club, mentioned that
(O Come All Ye Faithful)
Adeste, fideles, Laeti, triumphan- 
tes,
Venite, venite in Bethlehem: 
Natum videte 
Regem angelorum:





Chorus Angelroum, Cantet nunc 
Aula colelestium:
Gloria inexcelsis Deo











Minuit! Chrétiens, c’est l’heure so- 
lenelle
Ou L’homme Dieu descendit jus­
qu’à nous
Pour effacer la tache originelle 
Et de son Pere arter le courroux. 
Le mond entier tressaile d’esper-
ance




Noël! Noël! Voici le Rédempteur!
De notre foi que la lumière ar­
dente
Nous guide tous au berceau de 
l’enfant,
Comme autrefois une etoille bril­
lante
Y conduisit les chefs de L’Orient. 
Le Roi des Rois nait dans une
humble creche
. . J
Puissants du jour, fiers de votre 
grandeur!
A votre orgueil
C’est de la qu’un Dien preche. 
Courbez vos fronts devant le Ré­
dempteur!
The Article entitled "The Student as a Cooperating Con­
sumer", printed in the last issue was printed with the per­
mission of the author, Kenneth I. Brown.
this year, there was an unusual 
number of fine voices.
As has been the custom in the 
past, the Chorus sang a number 
of spirituals and several numbers 
were sung by the audience and 
Chorus together; included were 
the processional and the reces­
sional.
Dr. Willis L. James directs both 
the Chorus and the Spelman Col­
lege Glee Club. The able accom­
panists were Mrs. Joyce Finch 
Johnson, and Mrs. Grace B. Boggs.
Christmas Carols
At Dawn
We hastily threw back the cov­
ers and sleepily reached for the 
ringing alarm clock. The wind 
whistled through the branches of 
the leafless trees. On Friday 
morning at 5:00 o’clock, the sound 
of the wind and the darkness 
were not very inviting; however, 
we would not be tempted to re­
turn to bed.
Lights were on in all dormi­
tories, as we prepared for the an­
nual Christmas Carolling. We 
hastily dressed and assembled in 
front of Abby Hall. We were the 
first to arrive and huddled to­
gether to keep warm. We waited 
for the other Spelman students to 
join us. Fifteen minutes and thir­
ty students more, and we were 
still shivering. Finally the “Y” 
officials emerged from Abby and 
distributed candles. We were 
joined by more students and the 
procession began. Singing at the 
top of our voices, we headed to­
ward Morehouse, tracking across 
the Trevor Arnett lawn (this is 
the only time we do this). We 
were welcomed by wide awake 
men in front of Roberts Hall. 
Some joined and others shouted 
compliments.
Circling the block, and pausing 
before President Mays’ house, we 
sang a verse of “Silent Night,” 
and then on to Clark. After 
Clark, we moved on to Reynold’s 
Cottage where we were welcomed 
by Mrs. Manley.
We serenaded the dormitories 
and sang our last carol as we 
gathered around the fountain in 
the center of the campus. By 
this time it was almost 6:30 so 
we started for the dining hall 
cold feet, running noses and all.
We gleefully smiled as the last 
1960 holiday activity culminated.




Now when Jesus was born in 
Bethlehem of Judea, in the days 
of Herod the king, behold, there 
came wise men from the east to 
Jerusalem, saying, “Where is He 
that is born King of the Jews? 
for we have seen his star in the 
east, and are come to worship 
him.”
When Herod the king had heard 
these things, he was troubled, and 
all Jerusalem with him. And 
when he had gathered all the 
chief priests and scribes of the 
people together, he demanded of 
them where Christ should be 
born. And they said unto him, 
“In Bethlehem of Judea: for thus 
it is written by the prophet, ‘And 
thou, Bethlehem, in the land of 
Juda, art not the least among the 
princes of Juda: for out of thee 
shall come a Governor, that shall 
rule my people Israel.’ ”
Then Herod, when he had pri­
vately called the wise men, in­
quired of them diligently what 
time the star appeared. And he 
sent them to Bethlehem, and said, 
“Go and search diligently for the 
young child; and when ye have 
found him, bring me word again, 
that I may come and worship him 
also.”
When they had heard the king, 
they departed; and, lo, the star, 
stood over where the young child 
was. When they saw the star, they 
rejoiced with exceeding joy. And 
when they were come into the 
house, they saw the young child 
with Mary his mother, and fell 
down and worshipped him: and 
when they had opened their treas­
ures, they presented unto him 
gifts; gold, and frankincense, and 
myrrh. And being warned by God 
in a dream that they should not 
return to Herod, they departed 
into their own country another 
way.
And when they were departed, 
behold, the angel of the Lord ap- 
peareth to Joseph in a dream, 
saying, “Arise, and take this 
young child and his mother, and 
flee into Egypt, and be thou 
there until I bring thee word: for 
Herod will seek the young child 
to destroy him.”
% When he arose, he took the 
young child and his mother by 




Stile nacht, heilige nacht!
Alles schlaft, einsam wacht,
Nur das heilige eitern paar,
Das in stale zu Bethlehem war, 
Bei dem himmulischen Kind, 
Bei dem himmlischen Kind.
Stile nacht, heilige nacht!
Hirten erst kund gemacht:
Durch der engel halleluja 
Tont es laut von fern und nah: 
Christ der Retter is da,
Christ der Retterist da.
Stile nacht, heilige nacht!
Gottes sohn, O wie lacht 
Lieb aus deinem hodlseligen
mund,
Da uns schlaat die retten de 
Stund,
Christ in deiner Geburt,
Christ in deiner Geburt.
BASKETBALL
Morehouse_________ 70
Alabama A. & M.___40
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IS THERE A SANTA CLAUS?
(An Editorial reprint from the New York Sun, September 21, 1897) 
By Francis P. Church
We take pleasure in answering at once thus prominently 
the communication below, expressing at the same time our 
great gratification that its faithful author is numbered among 
the friends of The Sun.
Dear Editor:
jg; , I am 8 years old.
j. Some of my little friends say there is no Santa Claus.
Papa says “If you see it in ‘The Sun’ it’s so.”
Please tell me the truth, is there a Santa Claus?
Virginia O’Hanlon 
115 West 95 Street 
New York City.
Virginia, your little friends are wrong. They have been 
affected by the skepticism of a skeptical age. They do not be­
lieve except what they see. They think that nothing can be 
which is not comprehensible by their little minds. All minds, 
Virginia, whether they be men’s or children’s are little. In this 
great universe of ours man is a mere insect, a nant, in his in­
tellect, as compared with the boundless world about him, as 
measured by the intelligence capable of grasping the whole of 
truth and knowledge.
Yes, Virginia, there is a Santa Claus. He exists as certainly 
as love and generosity and devotion exist, and you know that 
they abound and give to your life its highest beauty and joy. 
Alas! how dreary would be the world if there were no Santa 
Claus! It would be as dreary as if there were no Virginia. 
There would be no childlike faith, then, no poetry, no romance 
to make tolerable this existence. We should have no enjoy­
ment, except in sense and sight. The eternal light with which 
childhood fills the world would be extinguished.
Not believe in Santa Claus! You might as well not believe, 
in fairies! You might get your papa to hire men to watch in 
all chimneys on Christmas Eve to catch Santa Claus, but even 
if they did not see Santa Claus coming down, what would that 
prove? Nobody sees Santa Claus, but that is no sign that there 
is no Santa Claus. The most real things in the world are those 
that neither children nor man can see. Did you ever see 
fairies dancing on the lawn? Of course not, but that’s no 
proof that they are not there. Nobody can conceive or imagine 
all the wonders there are unseen and unseeable in the world.
You tear apart the baby’s rattle and see what makes the 
noise inside, but there is a veil covering the unseen world 
which not the strongest man, nor even the united, strength of 
all the strongest men that ever lived, could tear apart. Only 
faith, fancy, poetry, love, romance can push aside that curtain 
and view and picture the supernal beauty and glory beyond. Is 
it all real? Ah! Virginia, in all this world there is nothing 
else real and abiding.
No Santa Claus! Thank God he lives, and he lives forever. 
A thousand years from now, Virginia, nay ten times ten 
thousand years from now, he will continue to make glad the 
heart of childhoo.
REPORT CARD BLUES
I wondered why all of my 
friends were wearing “blue” so 
often. For not only was their 
attire “blue” but also their coun­
tenances.
Let us not be a party to such 
“blue” masquerade. Save the 
“blue” for the teams that More­
house beats in the games! (Smile).
Why are they wearing blue? 
Good question, but you know as 
well as I do. It is mid-semester 
time—Again. (You know, when 
the card report the blues).
After you receive these bomb­
shells, please regard them as 
marks by which to set your 
standards. Do your very best, for 
you can’t afford to let yourself 
down!
Dear sister, “Put the blue away 








FROM THE POCKET 
OF PEOLA
ES MEFOR PARECER TONTO 
QUE SERLO
Roque tiene quince anos. Es el 
tonto de sue pueblo. Todo el mun­
do se divierte con el. Le dan 
bromas inofensivas. Varias veces 
moneda, de diez centavos y otra 
de cinco.
La mas grande! — contesta el.
La escena siempre atrae un 
gran publico. Todos quieren ver lo 
que hace Roque. Qieren Saber 
cual de las dos monedas escoge. 
Cuando toma la moneda de cinco 
centavos todos se rien de el. To­
dos estain seguros de que es un 
tonto completo.
Cierta tarde una señora observa 
la escena. Como siempre, Roque 
toma la moneda do cinco centavos. 
Cuando desaparece el publico, y 
el muchacho queda solo, al dama 
lo llama y le pregunta:
—Digame, Roque, no sabe usted 
la diferencia entre una moneda de 
cinco centavos y una de diez? No 
sabe usted que la de diez vale 
mas, aunque as mas pequeña?
—For supuesto que lo se! Pero, 
si you escojo la moneda de diez 
centavos comprenden todos que 
no soy tonto, y no gano mas din­
ero. Estamos en tiempos muy ma­
los, seniora. Y es memor parecer 




Held On Feb. 11, 1961
PRINCETON, N. J. — The Na­
tional Teacher Examinations, pre­
pared and administered annually 
by Educational Testing Service, 
will begin at 160 testing centers 
throughout the United States on 
Saturday, February 11, 1961.
At the one-day testing session 
a candidate may take the Com­
mon Examinations, which include 
tests in Professional Information, 
General Culture, English Expres­
sion, and Non Verbal Reasoning; 
and one or two of thirteen Op­
tional Examinations designed to 
demonstrate mastery of subject 
matter to be taught. The college 
which a candidate is attending, or 
the school system in which he is 
seeking employment, will advise 
him whether he should take the 
National Teacher Examinations 
and which of the Optional Exami­
nations to select.
A Bulletin of Information (in 
which an application is inserted) 
describing registration procedures 
may be obtained from college of­
ficials, school superintendents, or 
directly from the National Teach­
er Examinations, Educational 
Testing Service, 20 Nassau Street, 
Princeton N. J. Completed appli­
cations, accompanied by proper 
examination fees, will be accept­
ed during November and Dec­
ember, and early in January as 





This month, the Spelman Spot­
light flashes its beam on Miss 
Marsha Goodwin. She is a fresh­
man from Durham, North Caro­
lina, who is majoring in Psychol- 
gy and minoring in Sociology.
Marsha is interested in singing, 
collecting coins and jazz albums. 
She spends most of the time 
listening to the “Great ” Ray 
Charles. To Marsha, Ray Charles 
is a true genius who expresses 
himself in music. Her favorite 
artists are Dave Brubeck, Ramsey 
Lewis, Ahmad Jamal, and of 
course, Ray Charles.
Since she has been at Spelman, 
Marsha has adjusted very well 
and has made many friends who 
treasure her companionship. She 
was recently elected president of 
the Morehouse North Dormitory. 
Since she is interested in singing, 
she joined the Spelman Glee Club.
When asked what she thought 
of Spelman, she said that she 
liked Spelman and hoped to re­
main at Spelman and earn her 
degree here.
To this promising Spelmanite, 
as we dim our beam, the Spot­
light wishes you success and 
challenges you to fulfill your 
goals.
“YOU HAVE CROSSED A BAY, 










Noche de paz, Noche de amor 
Todo duerma en derredor.
Entre los actros 
Que esparcen sus luz 
Bello, anunciando 
Al minito Jesús 
Brilla la estrella de paz 
Brilla la estrella de paz.
Noche de paz, Noche de amor, 
Oye humilda el fiel pastor, 
Coros celestes que anuncian salud, 
Gracias y glorias en gran pleni­
tud,
Por miestro buen Redentor.










The recent Atlanta Sit-Ins resulted in the arrest of over 
seventy students from the University Center, along with The 
Reverend Martin Luther King, Jr. The sentence which Dr. King 
received caused the public to become even more aroused and 
interested. Red China brought up the Sit-Ins in the United 
Nations General Assembly; Senator John Kennedy had to 
make a stand; Mayor Hartsfield and Dr. Manley spoke their 
opinions on the demonstrations. The general public opinion 
was that the Sit-Ins were executed in just the right manner 
to get results. Some people thought that Jail vs. Bail was 
drastic; others thought that it was the right thing today, and 
still others thought that some lesser means could have been 
taken to get the same results. As a whole, all the students at 
Spelman were for the movement. Here are some opinions in 
tne form of a symposium.
I. How did the recent Sit-Ins affect you and your partici­
pation? Did your parents approve of your participation in 
the Sit-Ins?
HOUSTON, TEXAS . . . Neena Shelion, Marcelite Jordon, 
Johneita Anderson, Faye Jones: Even though our parents did 
not want us to become directly involved in the Sit-Ins, we 
all picketed.
Ida Rose McCree: Being a Negro, an American, and a 
member of the University Center, I felt it was my duty to 
participate in the Sit-Ins because of their significance in the 
struggle for Human Rights. My parents felt that I should 
decide the degree of demonstrations in which I should partici­
pate.
Louise Bell Steward: After having graduated from an 
integrated high school in Austin, Texas I was willing to 
participate in any form of protest to show that Negores are 
tired of being on the ground. I participated in the Sit-Ins and 
picketing at home, and my parents were naturally for it.
Lorna Hosein: Because I have not received my citizenship 
papers to this country yet, I was unable to participate in the 
protest. I am for it all the way, and I hope to participate at 
another time.
Elizabeth Parnell: I really sympathize with the Southern 
students, and I feel they are doing something worthwhile. I 
would like to have participated in the demonstrations, but 
for personal reasons, I was unable to do so. I feel that if our 
parents and grandparents had taken a forward step, as we 
are doing, there would be no form of segregation today.
II. How did the recent Sit-Ins affect you?
If you had a daughter in college, would you have let her 
participate?
Mrs. Howard: I am very sympathetic toward the Sit-Ins. 
If I were physically able, I would not mind picketing. If I had 
a daughter. I would not mind her picketing, or sitting in, but 
I would not want her to go to jail.
Miss Taylor I had quite a bit of anxiety. Some of the 
girls, I felt, were deeply concerned about what they were 
doing, but others were doing it to get publicity. I don’t think 
I would have let a daughter of mine go to jail. There will be 
occasions in her life when she will be asked . . . Have you ever 
been to jail? Have you ever served time? Have you ever 
been fingerprinted? I would like her answers to be NO. There 
may not be time on applications, etc., for her to explain that 
it was with the Sit-Ins, or in connection the principles behind 
the Movement. This might even prevent her from getting a 
good job.
I believe that the Atlanta Sit-Ins are the climax to the 
great story of the Negroes Fight for Freedom. The Sit-Ins 
shook the nation and the world. They demonstrated how all 
the people, who are members of minority races, feel. Rich‘s 
and Davison’s are particularly feeling the pressure. It 
seems odd that Davison’s being a member of the same chain 
as Macy’s should not agree to integrate.
The United States’ policy must be changed. Since this 
is an election year, this makes the issue more outstanding. 
Kennedy and Nixon must take a definite stand, and the peoples 
of the world must decide for themselves to be against all 
forms of segregation.
Whether the Mayor’s committee will accomplish anything 
is yet to be seen. We can only hope for the best.
—Joycelyn Daszelle McKissick
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On October 19, 1960, approximately 80 students began 
Sit-Ins at department and variety store lunch counters. In­
cluded among these were Kress’s, Green’s, Rich’s, Woolworth’s, 
and McCrory’s.
At the end of the day, there were 52 students from the 
Atlanta University Center in jail. All of them had refused 
bail. Thirty-four of the students were sent to the Fulton 
County Jail.
In interviewing one of the Spelman students who was 
booked, I found out the following things about the city and 
county jails, a nd her reaction to both of them.
Upon arrest, Marilynn Pryce was not at all surprised or 
shocked, for she had made up her mind to accept a jail sentence. 
The entrance to the city jail was surrounded by mesh wire 
screen. The cells were dirty, old, run-down, filthy, and filled 
with “people who should be in institutions”. Both the Cauca­
sian and Negro matrons were nice.
At the city jail, the prisoners were given a square tin pan 
out of which to drink beverages. There were no meals served, 
but a delivery vendor sold food. They stayed at the city jail 
from 1:30 p. m. to 7:00 p. m., when they were moved to the 
Fulton County Jail.
At approximately 9:00 p. m., the prisoners arrived at the 
Fulton County Jail. This building was newer, more modern, 
clean, and well-kept. There were large, modern, dormitory 
cells. The building was brightened by turquoise-blue, beige 
walls, yellow beds, and bars that surrounded everything. 
The toilets and the other bathroom fixtures were enclosed 
by bars. The 4 toilets were built into the wall with sinks 
over them. There were 2 showers. All of the bathroom fix­
tures were clean and sanitary. The inmates were responsible 
for keeping them in that order.
A typical meal consisted of cabbage, potatoes, corn bread, 
buttermilk, and coffee. The food was always cold and served 
in divided tin-plates, (to further emphasize the desire for 
segregation).
The inmates arose at 5:00 a. m. each morning, ate break­
fast at 6:30 a. m., and stayed in the dayroom from 6:30 a. m. to 
6:30 p. m. The dayroom contained four steel tables, and two 
rocking chairs.
There were no recreational activities. Of course, there were 
jigsaw puzzles, magazines, etc.
The matrons were Caucasian, but were courteous.
Visiting days were Tuesdays, and Thursdays from 3:00 to 
5:00 p. m. Only relatives and ministers were supposed to 
visit, but Dr. Manley and Dean Johnson came every day.
The mail was censored. Only letters with two pages were 
permitted to come in or go out.
While in jail together, the Clark and Spelman girls de­
veloped a desire to have a closer relationship among all of the 
schools in the Atlanta University Center.
The students returned to their campuses on October 22 
1960.
When asked whether or not she would return to jail, 
if arrested again, Marilynn Corrine Pryce replied, “Yes”.
Spelman Employees
(Continued from Page 2)
as the opportunity to deal con­
stantly with students. Mrs. Ses­
sion has been honored with gifts 
from former members of the stu­
dent body for her pleasant per­
sonality and excellent service.
• • . •
Mr. E. L. Williams, a native of
Georgia, and surprisingly, a bache­
lor has served as an employee 
in the Spelman Laundry Service 
for thirty years. Mr. Williams is 
a World War II veteran. He likes 
his work very much, as has been 
proven by his period of extended 
service.
• • •
Mrs. Lemmie Schell, a native 
of Georgia, mother of five chldren 
and grandmother to fourteen 
children, has been employed as a 
member of the Spelman Dry 
Cleaning Service for thirty years. 
Mrs. Schell said she enjoys work­
ing at Spelman.
• • •
Mrs. Sallie Evans, a native of 
Georgia and mother of three 
children, has served as an em­
ployee in the Spelman Laundry 
Service for a period of fifteen 
years. Prior to this time, she was 
a member of the Dining Hall 
Staff. Mrs. Evans has not only 
kept Spelman girls clean, but has 
kept us fed as well.
• • •
Mrs. Mattie Harrison, a native 
of Georgia, and mother of one 
child has been an employee of 
the Spelman Laundry and Dry 
Cleaning Service for five years. 
She stated that she likes her 
work and considers her fellow 
workers as members of a family. 
Mrs. Harrison is a member of the 
Mt. Moriah Baptist Church, The 
Reverend R. Julian Smith, pastor.
• • •
Mrs. Mamie Johnson, a native 
of Georgia, wife of Mr. Willie 
Johnson, has been employed as a 
member of the Laundry and 
Dry Cleaning Staff at Spelman
K N E E L - I N S
(Continued from Page 1)
responded that this had nothing 
to do with the matter. After this 
reply, another one of the young 
women asked him if he would be 
holding the doors of the kingdom 
of God. He replied, “Yes, I’ll be 
there and a host of others, and 
you won’t get in there either.” 
The young women realized that 
they could not enter this church 
to worship God, and before leav­
ing they told this elderly man 
that they would have a conference 
with his minister at a later date 
to see what could be done.
Slowly these young women 
walked back to Spelman’s campus 
with tears silently falling from 
their eyes. They had not been 
permitted to worship the God of 
ALL mankind in HIS holy temple. 
They had encountered scorn and 
hostility. However, they all re­
membered one encouraging state­
ment which was spoken to them 
by a young white man at the 
Park Street Methodist Church, 
“I welcome you, and I hope they 
won’t always be this way”.
What better place for men to 
integrate than in the House of 
God where the doctrines of broth­
erly love are taught. We are 
ALL children of God! What mor­
tal has the right to “bar” the 
doors of God’s kingdom? We be­
lieve in the same God, read the 
same Bible, and the same God is 
watching over all of us and listen­
ing to all our prayers. Any race of 
people should be able to sit to­
gether to worship the One God 




(Continued from Page 3)
it and have fun together. On this 
day, families invite beggars into 
their homes and serve them din- 
ner. Since there is no Thanksgiv­
ing Day, each family feels obligat­
ed to do this as a maimer of giv­
ing thanks. Unlike Dorcas and 
Lorna, Cecile does not feel that 
American Christmases are too 
commercial. She feels that Christ­
mas is a time for giving and of 
Thanksgiving and that gifts are 
a wonderful way to express 
thanks.
I thoroughly enjoyed talking to 
these young women and obtained 
much information about their 
countriesand how they celebrate 
Christmas. I think all of us would 
benefit from talking to these girls 
and should try to learn more 
about them and the customs of 
their countries.
for the past fourteen years, all 
of which she said have been en­
joyable.
• • •
Mrs. Ruth Johnson, a native of 
Georgia, has been employed in 
the Spelman Laundry Service 
for four years. Mrs. Johnson 
stated that she finds satisfaction 









In the first of a series of per­
sonality sketches of our “Broth­
ers” at Morehouse College, the 
Spotlight presents Mr. Charles 
Black, a junior from Miami, 
Florida.
Charles has a major in English 
and a minor in mathematics. 
After fulfilling his duty to his 
country in some branch of the 
service and then attending 
graduate school, he plans either 
to go into the field of journalism 
or teach in college.
Besides serving in the capacity 
of editor-in-chief of the Maroon 
Tiger, Charles is also an active 
member of the Debating Team, 
Student Council, Committee on 
Appeals for Human Rights, and a 
justice of the Student Court.
Charles was one of the many 
students arrested in the recent 
student movement. He feels that 
there will possibly be a desegre­
gation of the lunch counters in 
Atlanta after the thirty day truce.
To the frequently asked ques­
tion, “What do you think about 
the relationship between Spelman 
and Morehouse?” Charles re­
plied that, in his opinion, the pro­
blem in this relationship has been 
due to the fact that the two 
schools have not participated to­
gether in enough activities. How­
ever, he expects social activities 
this year will be better between 
the two schools.
A VISIT FROM ST. NICHOLAS
’Twas the night before Christmas, when all through the house 
Not a creature was stirring, not even a mouse;
The stockings were hung by the chimney with care,
In hopes that St. Nicholas soon would be there;
The children were nestled all snug in their beds,
While visions of sugar-plums danced through their heads; 
And mamma in her kerchief, and I in my cap,
Had settled our brains for a long winter’s nap, —
When out on the lawn there arose such a clatter,
I spajang from my bed to see what was the matter,
Away to the window I flew like a flash,
Tore open the shutters and threw up the sash.
The moon, on the breast of the new-fallen snow,
Gave a lustre of midday to objects below;
When what to my wondering eyes should appear,
But a miniature sleigh and eight tiny reindeer,
With a little old driver, so lively and quick 
I knew in a moment it must be St. Nick.
And he whistled and shouted and called them by name:
“Now, Dasher! now, Dancer! now, Prancer and Vixen!
On, Comet! on, Cupid! on, Donder and Blitzen!
To the top of the porch, to the top of the wall!
Now, dash away, dash away, dash away all!
As dry leaves that before the wild hurricane fly,
When they meet with an obstacle, mount to the sky,
So, up to the house-top the coursers they flew,
With a sleigh full of toys,—and St. Nicholas too.
And then in a twinkling I heard on the roof 
The prancing and pawing of each little hoof,
As I drew in my head and was turning around,
Down the chimney St. Nicholas came with a bound.
He was dressed all in fur from his head to his foot,
And his clothes were all tarnished with ashes and soot;
A bundle of toys he had flung on his back,
And he looked like a peddler just opening his pack.
His eyes how they twinkled; his dimples how merry!
His cheeks were like roses, his nose like a cherry;
His droll little mouth was drawn up like a bow,
And the beard on his chin was as white as the snow.
The stump of a pipe he held tight in his teeth,
And the smoke it encircled his head like a wreath.
He had a broad face, and a little round belly 
That shook, when he laughed, like a bowl full of jelly.
He was chubby and plump, — a right jolly old elf —
And I laughed when I saw him, in spite of myself.
A wink of his eye and a twist of his head 
Soon gave me to know I had nothing to dread.
He spoke not a word, but went straight to his work,
And filled all the stockings; then turned with a jerk,
And laying his finger aside of his nose,
And giving a nod, up the chimney he rose.
He sprang to his sleigh, to his team gave a whistle,
And away they all flew like the down of a thistle;
But I heard him exclaim, ere he drove out of sight:
“Happy Christmas to all, and to all a goodnight!”
—Clement C. Moore.
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Christmas In Florida
By Nellie J. Kelley
During the Christmas season 
every member of the family gets 
into the spirit — the Christmas 
spirit. The adults are usually 
cleaning house, buying gifts, and 
working hard on their jobs so that 
everything will be under control 
when Christmas day comes.
Then Christmas finally arrives. 
The members of the family open 
their gifts and this marks the 
starting point of the day. The 
happiest members of the family 
are usually the children. It is a 
joyful sight to see them playing 
with the toys that Santa Claus 
brought them. Their faces almost 
shine with excitement and joy. 
The adults rejoice also, but in a 
different way. They visit friends 
and spend their time talking about
the gifts which they received and 
old times.
Santa Claus is the top man with 
all of the children. They are us­
ually facinated by his magic rein­
deer, his fat stomach and white 
beard, his wonderful personality 
and the way he dresses. However, 
the Florida children differ in their 
belief, from children in colder 
regions in the United States, as 
to how Santa Claus dresses. Last 
Christmas the highest tempera­
ture was 82 degrees and the 
lowest was 72 degrees. Therefore 
Santa would be very hot in his 
red flannel suit, trimmed in white 
fur. In Florida his suit would 
have to be made of lighter weight 
material than flannel—maybe a 
beach coat and swim trunks and
to highlight this typical Florida 
outfit a pair of shades.
Most of the children in Florida 
do not think of Santa Claus 
coming down a chimney to deliver 
gifts because houses with chim­
neys are not commonplace in 
Florida. Therefore, the only so­
lution for Santa Claus to deliver 
gifts is to come through the door 
or window.
The most joyous time of the 
Christmas Day is dinner time. The 
table is usually filled with many 
kinds of delicious foods. The 
Florida orange is the typical fruit 
and turkey and dressing is the 
most typical basic food. After 
everyone leaves the dinner table 
he is ready to finish his planned 
activities.
During the latter part of the 
Christmas day, there are many 
sounds that make a person actual­
ly feel Christmas. In the North, 
there is the sound of sleighs and 
ice skates. In Florida there are 
the sounds of steel bearing roller 
skates on the sidewalks, cap- 
pistols shooting, and fire-crackers 
popping. These sounds go on un­
til late at night. Then about 
twelve o’clock everything calms 
down and everyone rests in peace 
because they are tired from the 
day’s activities.
After Christmas day the joy of 
the Christmas Season starts to 
fade away, slowly but surely be­
cause the Christmas vacation will 
be coming to an end.
The last activities are the New 
Year’s activities. Some people 
go to church to watch for the New 
Year and others go to parties 
When the New Year arrives, 
everyone is prepared for the New 
Year dinner. The dinner is usually
a traditional meal consisting of 
rice, peas and hog jowls. Each 
initial alphabet of these foods 
signifies something. The “R” is 
for riches, the “P” for peace, and 
the “J” for joy. It is customary 
for each individual to leave a 
little of each thing on his plate 
because this is supposed to assure 
him of the peace, joy and riches 
that he will receive during the 
New Year.
On the day after New Year’s 
Day the Christmas tree is taken 
down and everyone starts to get 
back to normal daily activities. 
The children go back to school 
and the adults start back to work. 
Although everyone dreads going 
back to work and school, they 
have their memories of a wonder­
ful Christmas to keep their spirits 
up until they can enjoy another 
Christmas.
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